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©rfp meaning 

( From the Bmtander. ) 

A tire mist and a plans, 

A crystal and a cell } 
A jelly-fish and a saurian. 

And Caves where the cave-men dwell: 
Then a sense of law and beauty, 

And a face turned from the dud — 
Some call it evolution, 

And others call it G< .1. 

A haze on the far hojjfcson, 

The infinite, tender sky, 
The ripe, rich tint of the corn-fields, 

And the wild ge<*e sailing lii<di. 
And all over upland and lowland 

The charm of the golden-rod 
Some of us call it atitumu. 

And others call ifof L 

Like tides on a cres^enf sea heach. 

When the moun is 
Into our hearts high 

Coiue welling and 
( ' mil' from the mystij 

Whoso rim no t'<*>t 
Some of us call it 

And others call it 



mi 




A picket frozen on dt 
A mother starved 
Socrates drinking the 

And Jesus on the rood ; 
And millions who luunhle ami nameless. 

The straight, l|ard j»alh way trod 
Some call it compeer* 
Ami others call it 



r<l natli 

■ration, 

itftlvd. 
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Why I Believe in a Future Existence 



Drawn From the Complete Unity in Diversity in 
Nature— Speech Delivered Before San Francisco 
Materialist 



(My F. K. I >e Stone, M. D.J 
It is with mwm little hesitancy that I take tliis platform Not 

having doM any public iposUng for OVCT three years and also 
knowing the antagonism the subject in hand usually inspires in 
the minds of Materialist*, I feel that I shall have to Ix- strictly 
on my good behavior to create an atmosphere of harmony, which 
is necessary to helpful discussion. 

As I have no use lor any established ism, I foci that my 
o| ten-mi iidci 1 ncs-. should incline you to meet me kindly on those 
"■rounds acceptable to us both, and thus before I have linished 
we may lind that we have many thing! in common. 

First, 1 will slati' that I believe that Materialism is the first 
step in the evolution of the mind towards clear thinking; that 
until we free ourselves from the trammels of superstition and 
man-made religions we are not in a proper state of mind to 
judge rationally of anything pertaining to progress. I'util a 
person is ready to discuss freely any phase of being, there is 
little hope of his ever being other than a mental slave. He who 
follows is false to his own niche of work in the great Cosmos; 
a body of such followers become false to everything except to 
that which redounds to the glory of their particular institution; 
the more devout the adherent the greater his falseness. Show 
me the man or woman who carries his book of faith in his 
hand and exhibits it on every occasion, and I'll point out to 
you a hypocrite A- Kmcrson hai aptly put it: " We proclaim 
the loudest that which we are not." 

One of the first things that strikes the mind of the investi- 
gator into the leeretl of nature is. to me the words of Babbitt: 
"The complete Unity in Diversity throughout all Nature." No 
matter how multiplied the objects in a landscape, when h it in 
its natural state, undisturbed by the hand of man, we are strucK 
with the harmonious blending of its foliage colors, the pleasing 
grouping of its treat; its hills and valleys, the graceful curving 
bunks of its lake.- and streams, and lastly how it seems pur- 
posely cast for the sky that forms its i !', and il seems to me 

that this characteristic of Nature i* that which man must culti- 
vate if he would reach the height* poasiblc to him, and that 
this is one of the objects in his being endowed with a higher 
range of si use percept ion. As that great thinker Thomas Paine 
has s id: "The senses were of little use unless it was a part 
Of design that we should be endowed with ability to trace mil 
the laws of life - of space, of planet-, and suns and thereby be 
h ad to higher lines of thought. 

On this subject of unity I feel to say that as Materialists 
you can not do better than to take a lesson from the churches. 
You desire to advance the Ideal of free thought ami a broader 
view of life, but do you realize thai the "oik you are doing 
i> not fruitful of great results, do you realize that getting men 
and women id' mature years interested in tin- cause is about 
the puniest and least produclive work you can do.' Adults are 
haul to persuade from preconceived ideas, and even when con- 
vinced will more often than otherwise return to the teachings of 

ehlldh I. The old idiom: "Il is hard to teach an old dog new 

tricks," bold* of the human biped quite as much as with other 
animals. 

My friends if you want to see results from your work you 



must get hold of the children and leach them how to think. 
You lathers ami mothers, what are you doing to fortify their 
lender minds against church dominance f Do you not know that 
every wile (hat cunning fanaticism can devise is used to steer 
their minds into the inperstitiona of the past.' Why they can 
give "cards ami spades" to ial theepera or even enunhwariee 

of the white slave trade on schemes to ensnare the in •ent. 

You may think that this is strong language and intemperate, to 
say the least, but why do priests and preaehtn sav: "Give me 
the child till he is seven years ..I age and you may then do 
with him what you will, in the end he will return to the teach- 
ings of his childhood. ' 1 Why this atrenuoua effort at maintain- 
ing parochial schools, nunneries, Y. M. c. \.'s Bpworth Leagues, 

orphan asylums, homes, foundling asylums, associated charities, 
Salvation armies with industrial adjuncts, ami tin' ten thousand 
other schemes that blind the mind to the real i-sue, of life, 
and the last ami chiefest among all. I he Sunday-school. I say 
again why these strenuous efforts Unlesa it be to instil into 
the minds of the young the necessity for god-fa. lories, god- 
boxes and the aupport of the parasites who fatten on the cred- 
ulity of their followers? So cunning is their work and so thor- 
oughly has the public conscience been permeated by this sacred 

twaddle thai a child in almost any community is made to feel 

his ostracism and caused to ask why he should not be sent to 
Sunday-school. 

If you are really broad-minded and wi-h to pro g r e ss you do 
mil want a label that even so much as suggests that you are 

grOOVO-ehase n, The name Materialist is not a g I one because 

it fails utterly to represent what you stand for and 1 feel sure 
that there is not a man or woman in this audience who believes 
name strict ly implies. The name American School 

or something in thai line would he heller lhat shows 
d and willing to fearlessly meet any issue, as well 
of g tting ami keeping in harmony with the Unity 

of the diverse universe. Let us conduct a Sunday- 
jet the children interested and ere long this aoeiety 

I he w orld. 
We cannot do jus- 
if our own." 



in what thi- 
ol' Progress 
you nnfenec 
as desirous 
in Diversity 

school and : 

will make itself Fell as a |xiwvr tor good in 
ThoniM Paine, who you all admire, said: " 
lice while we have tome leading partiality i 

I shall begin my lecture this evening by out lining aomo of 

the ideas that have been advanced by Mat eria lisl s. i dei 

thai I may contrast them with what aeema to me to be a broader 
view of life. • 

1. The claim lhat necessity is I he mainspring of human action, 
is a theory advanced by Materialists, which reached iis final 

analysis at the hands of the French Materialist, La Met trie, 
who said: "Man is only a blind Instrument in the hands of 
necessity; and Ihe universe is only a series of necessary motions 
spread out in ever widening circles." 

I think John Calvin must have had the Brst part of this 

theory in mind when he a inciated his doctrine of foraordina- 

tion and predestination. The remainder of the doctrine i- as 
good an argument as one could wish lor the belief in a con 
tinned existence. Why may not we In f these ever widen- 
ing circles. 

This theory was long ago proven untenable bv no less a 
reasoiier than Herbert Spencer; he said: "The doclrine lhat 
all emotions, all sentiments are geueraled by the experiences 
of the individual, an? so glaringly at variance with facta that 1 
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wonder anyone should ever have entertained them. We must 
admit: '-That forms of fating lay latent in the infant and 
are fe.bly awakened hy the tirst presentation of the external 
eireumstance to which they refer." It would rain th< awkward 
question, why at hirth there is not a greater power of thinking 

thinking redly, as at any subsequent period. It would 

imply that Mi are royally wise OonMming tilings of which 
they liave had no experienee, as of (hose of which they have 
had experience. 

-■ Materialists are fond of quoting nature as an unanswerable 
argument against eontinued existence. Suppose for the sake of 
argument we admit that all thing! die, what rational argument 
can tiny adduce from nature to justify them in erecting a eode 
of morals that would do justice to the most exciting Idealist 
How can they show that morals id' any kind are a part of 
nature. If it were true that necessity Mud environment did de- 
termine morality, we must look for some code of morals among 
the lower animals, but alas for our argument we liml no evi- 
dence of progression in morals among them since tin' dawn of 
creation. Quite to the contrary we tiud that nature murders the 
innocent babe just as cheerfully as she does the deepest dyed 
villian; .site warns the thief through intuition, of the approach 
of an offloer of the law, quite as readily as she aids the saint. 

& 1 have listened with great pleasure to lectures deliver, d 
in this ball by a\owed Mateiialists, as w II as by members of 
this society who talked learnedly of motive force, atoms, mole- 
cules, ions, corpuscles ami the differential calculus, but no one 
among you look offense at them or called them imaginative, de- 
luded beings or unscienl ilic. I ask you what are these but pure 
assumptions .' 

Let anyone say spirit, life afler death of the physical body, 
or psychic vision, and it is like Hinging a red Big in the face 
of a maddened bull. I ask you if it is a fact that you seek 
truth only, why this partiality,' Did anyone ever see an atom. 

an i molecule, corpuscle or the dill'erential calculus.' You 

say. we can work out problems in mathematics by the aid of 

these postulates, therefore they are tangible; 

I'sychics can upset tables; play instruments without hands; 
overcome all the known laws of motion; materialise and de- 
niateriali/e forms, overcome and drive aparl chemical OOUtpounds. 
Several millions of people attest these facts, but their admis- 
sion would upset the preconc prions of science. The 'shoe now 
being on the other fiMit,' you cry, delusion, imagination, credu- 
lous creature, charlatan. Hut will you Investigate 1 No. Yei 
without Investigation you say that all these statements are ig- 

nents of the imagination. I doubt if there is a do/en people 

in this audience who have not at some lime, •'.lust for fun," 

interviewed a fortune teller, medium, astrologer or palmist; 

perhaps they are such rank fakes that even a child could see 
through their tricks (as most people who do these thing! fa 
pay arc), vel it i> "dollar! and doughnuts" it JfOO were told 
that you Were Very smart and advised to invest in laud, stocks, 
lottery tickets, or act on a love Suggestion, the rankest fraud 
of all, you would "just for fun" try it "to see if the darned 
fakir did know anything." And then because of your own folly 

you lean any and all plans for honest investigation and 

sneer and pity the poor creatures who tell you that through 
education there is a way that you can prove for yourself, by 
attaining these powers within the reach of all. 

Did it ever occur to you that every element of which this 
earth is oomposod, even to tin- heaviest metal, sodium. Boats 
tree in the air, yet you do not see it. Most Materialists do not 
rifled that this body of ours, which carries all our sensations 
and is supposed to be real, is but an aggregation of carbon, 
oxygen, hydrogen, and nitrogen, with a little gum, starch and 
sugar mixed in (the latter being resolvable into carbonic acid I 
and that this aggregation is only held together by its rate of 
vibration; (hut this onstapls compound is that which receives 



sensations and converts them into intelligence, which the puil- 
• sophy of Materialism practically says does not exist. 

Xo my friends, your philosophy is inadequate to satisfy the 
mind, and as I notice most of you are Fond of quoting Herbert 
Spencer I shall close this part of my lecture by stating what 
lie thought "f Materialism. He said: •'Truth is not Biprsssabk 
either by Materialism or Spiritualism, however modified or re- 
Hned. Carried to whatever extent the inquiries of the psycholo- 
gist do not reveal the ultimate nature ,,f Mind; and more than 
do the inquiries of the chemist reveal the ultimate nature of 
Matter; or the physicist the ultimate nature of Motion. • • • 
Though we have s en reasons for thinking there is a primitive 
unit of consciousness. * * * That sensations of all orders 
are formed of such units combined in various relations, that 
by the compounding of these sensations and their various rela- 
tions are produced perceptions ami ideas, and so on up to the 
Ughest thoughts and emotions. • • • y,. t 1 1, j s unit of Con- 
sciousness remains Inscrutable. • • • \\\. ,. ;ul think of Mat- 
ter only in terms of Mind. We can think of Mind only in terms 
of Matter. When we have pushed our exploration of the tirst 
to the uttermost limit, we are referred to the second for a 
Bnal answer; and when we have got the linal answer from the 
s: com! we are referred back to the tirst for an interpretation 
of it. * • * And this brings us to the only true conclu- 
sion — That it is one Ultimate Reality which i- manifesting to us 
subjectively and objectively. • • • The law of evolution 
holds of the inner World as it docs of the outer world. • • • 

If we can see a gradual progre ss ion From the lowest to the 
highest forms of physical lite and find that mental growth is ill 
proportion to and progressive with physical growth, what right 
have we to say that Matter is the beginning and end of all 
tilings." 

Spencer has here summed up in a few words the argument 
between Materialism and Spirituali-m. 

To put the question a little i e crudely ami simple: The 

objective world is repr. sented by the sensations made on our 

-ens gSOS ami brain through contact with external objects; 

the subjective world is made up of the impressions, relations and 
ideas which result in the mind from the rec. ipt of impressions. 

Objective psychology traces the growth of the body, the de- 
velopment of a nervous system and brain, ami shows us that 

there is a gradual development of the mind going hand in band 

with the increased ability of the nerve-m rhanism t< record Im- 
pressions received from without. 

Subjective psychology truces the growth of the mind from its 
tiist fable efforts to correlate, seggregnte and classify the ideas 
aroused through the constant demands made up. B it by ob- 
jective |«ychn|ogy or sensing. 

A lew words here in regard to mind and then we will roughly 
trace physical evolution. In my opinion III- hypothesis, that for 
•Very impression received through the sense organs there is a 
separate eel] to record it, retaining the image for future use, 
const it ul ill-.' what we call memory, is a very inadequate one. 
A being in his ordinary daily life receives, at a very low esti- 
mate, a million impressions per day: Think for a moment of 
the thousands upon thousands of impressions mirrored by vision 
alone at every glance of the eye Think of the millions of words 
to say nothing of letters a literary genius such as Voltaire, 
Balsse, Zola, Dumas. Dickens. BUott, Shakespeare. Kmcrson or 
other mental giants of historv must have recorded; why. if each 
Impression left an image so small that only a microscope of the 
highest power could detect il. there would not be brain space 

to record a comment lent of the images brought by the eye 

alone, to say nothing of ll the* senses, and leaving out of 

account altogether the ideas awakened in ih.' mind by these Im- 
pressions, 

The mind does not reside in the brain at all; it merely uses 
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that organ as ii central point through which the messages pass; 

liiucli as | central telephone syst cm is used. We would he ust ou- 
ished |f anyone sluuihl assert that the main telephone offlM 
where all the messages are received from outside telephones, 
eonstituted tli«. aoipo ration. The thinking apparatus resides 
outside these machines and operators in the men MfBOMiaf the 
company. ' 

The machines do the work of transmitting messages (like the 
nerves.) The operators arrange, correlate and classify that 
which is needed to be passed on to the owners (like the brain). 
Knock a tew operators on the head and business is disturbed; 
let the operators go on a strike ami business goes crazy. 

The cells in man's body are living, intelligent entities joined 
together by bonds of mutual necessity; these cells send their 
messages to the central station called the brain, here to be 
acted ti j m 1 11 by the mind. The mind is as huge as we are 
willing to let it he and will grow in any direction we are willing 
it should and form around and through the body constituting 
personality. What do you feel when you come in contact with 
a person? Do you think you feel that which is in his skull.' 
Manifestly you do not; you feel the product of his thought 
factory. Silly psychics call this Aura. 

Let us now briefly trace physical evolution: Here we have 
the ovum or lirst cell in the ovary of the female; the cell 
seems to be alive but unless something occurs to prevent, it 
will pass down to the womb anil thence out of the body. But 
wait — Nature, the keeper of Silencer's Inscrutable I'nit, has 
other things in view for this cell. In the male organ of genera- 
tion there is also a living entity, called spermatozoa, which un- 
less utilized wiM meet a similar fate with the ovum. The In- 
scrutable I'nit, Primordial Substance, First Cause, I'ltimate 
Reality, or whatever you wish to call it. now draws these two 
beings together through an emotion which on the animal plane 
we name |)esire. Its highest manifest at ion in man we call love, 
and now the vital powers of each are thrown with all the In- 
tensity of the beings natures towards the lonsuminat ion of 
nature's design. 

"'I he spermatozoa speeds on its way carrying within its micro- 
scopic form the potentiality (stored power) of the male Tin- 
ox urn also carrying the potentiality of the female, receives the 
s|K-rm within its substance and "They twain become one Mesh." 
Viewj under the microsco|>c at this .juncture the ovum presents 

no change that tl ye can delect, but in a lew days we shall 

see that the ovum has increased ma rvelously in size; that it has 
within its iMiundaries a darker area; and within this again a 
yellow spot; this yellow s|mi| has motived the name, (Jerminal 
Vesicle. Gradually day by day this s|«>t enlarges until at last 
it fills the whole cell; then the eell splits through its center, 
each half retains one half the germ, then each of these halves 
form new cells and they in turn repeat the pi ess. The aggre- 
gation now begins its. slow journey towards the womb but 

Strangely < Ugh When il reaches that organ instead of passing 

out to die, it fastens itself to the uterine wall and continues to 
grow by lission and eel] multiplication until the limit of form 
for its particular kind is reached: And here again we tin.) our- 
selves confronted by an unanswerable <|ueslion: 

What causes the limit to form to be reached in all created 

I hiugsf 

No matter how learnedly we have talked of cell multiplication. 
No matter if we can trace life of any form from the fertiliza- 
tion of its ovum on through its various processes until il is 
ready to be cut free (or born as we term it) from its parent 
and start on its .journey of life as an individual; we find as 
with the I'ltimate Keality. we can give no logical reason thai 
cell multiplication should not have continued on indefinitely, 

The same may be said of plant life; the apple grows till it is 
ripe and than lulls from the tree, but just whirl ripe is, we do 
not know. We speuk of the growth of jlicctions as a natural 



eoneomitaat with reproduction, ami we may continue to trace its 
d wlopment on up through each phase of animal life till our 

own species is reached when it seems to bt me so complex (hat 

il needs another name to fully express its meaning, then we 
name i( LOVE, bill just what love is, or just why the pain of 
reproduction does not produce hate instead of "love, no one 
comes forward to explain. 

•lusi what it was that entered that parent cell and caused the 
ovum and sperm to live in each other, ami instead of passing 
foal the Womb and being lost to life. cans, el il to adhere to 
its walls and grow to maturity/ Was it Matter or Force, or 
was it Spencer's Inscrutable I'nit that welded both matter and 
force in indissoluble bonds and thus created a new eoaipoandf 

Is it not more rational, rather than to espousu the cuuse of 
either Materialism or Spiritualism, to believe that there is a 
general * nnecter throughout all mental and material being 
which makes all parts id' a diverse univei>e a I'nit i 

Is it not as well to believe that in the inception of creation 
lat least of our system) this principle existed and has permeated 
every step of ( volution since, from (he original nebulous mass 
on up to its formation into a globe, and that it has ever urged 
in the process of development towards a higher step, till from 
the molten mass circling in space was made to form an atmos- 
phere suitable to cryst ilizal ion, and thus inorganic life became 
a fact f 

When we do take this viewpoint we shall see *hat ever on- 
ward and upward has circled this spiral of evolution till from 
the lowly life of crystals, only, crept slowly forth that subtle 
something (call it what you will) which prepared a state that 
would Support plant life: Then onward and onward through 
countless ages, from lowly lichens, mosses, ferns, ever gaining in 
expansive force and forward sweep, this throbbing cause reared 
giant forests and jungles such as the eye of man has never 
seen; again burying them beneath the mother crust that nour- 
ished them, here gathering power, each period bringing more 
persistent life and stronger growth, when lo! The time is ripe — 
the atmosphere i~ created when life in the lowest fauna con be 

expressed. 

Again the Mighty cycle repeats the efforts of the pa>:t and 
creeping crawling things bopsoplc the earth, and generation 
alter generation lake the stage, play their parts and pass away 
to make room for a higher order, ever looking forward to the 
lime w hen a suitable ills! ruiiienl should be made capable of 
containing within itself that which make possible unlimited 
expansion which when reached would perpetuate the principle 
of progression and give to earth the full objectifying of this 

■objective U ni ve r sa l i'nit. At last Man the epitome of all that 

has gone hi fore stands before us, '"Out of the Nowhere into the 
Here." 

1. To what conclusions ih.es this tracing of life throughout 
its various stages lead us.' Hoes it not show us that there is 
something besides matter and motion which holds them in perfect 
union, producing what we know as life, and ultimating intelli- 
g nee as its highest expression? 

Docs it seem al all probable Dial this I'ltimate Keality has 
been caused lo function and push evolution from phase to phase 
until it has created a creature endowed with the requisite in- 
Mrumsnt to eairy it consciously beyond this plane, ends its work 
al this point .' 

It does not seem so to me therefore I point you to my lirst 
point ns a reason for my belief in a future existence, namely, 
The very fact that my reason has shown me unlimited inabili- 
ties in mind iiufoldtnent. 

2. Even the stiibboruest Materialist will admit that there is 
an urge running through all being on this earth, that demands 
reproduction as its goal. lie will admit the universality of 
desire among animals; he will admit that desire reaches its 
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highest manifestation in mjua and is t hen termed LA)VE. Be 
will admit thnt love is unlimited, eternal and axiomatic because 
the mind cannot eoneeive of its negation. 

.Insi so dues consciousness spread out before us en intermina- 
ble network of roads, leading us to everwidening avenues <•■ 
knowledge till the mind growa bewildered In trying to grasp its 
possibilities. 

And here I wore my aeeond point for ■ belief In continued 
individual existence. The mind annuo! graap the negation of 
an axiom — It eannot graap the limit of apaee— the end of time. 
Neither can the mind graap ■ First Cans.', beeanae all of these 

thing! are of Infinity. As Emerson Would say. they are 

"Wholea!" 

We eannot eoneeive of ■ time when the human mind could 

not still Further expand; beeanae my friends it is a Whole, it is 

Infinite, it will live Forever. 

:». My third point is a limeworn argument, namely, thnt nil 

raeea no matter how ignorant have a belief in a future state, 
but 1 shall apply it to your organisation. 

I do not think you believe in annihilation beeause your acts 
belie VOU. You are trying to educate your fellows out of the 

superstitions of religion ; you are doing this beeanae you believe 

religion is a curse and dOM not lead its followers into the 
higher, broader view of life which the continuous urge that 
nature has placed in every human breast, demands. You there- 
fore show by these acts that you have kindly hearts that pul- 
slltl . I,, pity for poor, ignorant, superstitious, humanity. Now. 
put this question to yourselves in the quiet of your own homes, 
in silent communion with your innnermost thoughts: Would you 

willingly bring a ehild into this world, knowing well the hard 

road of experience he must travel through fife, if Vol. believed 
his only recompense at the end of the struggle would be annihi- 
lation/ No my friends you would not. You would not beeause 
tbe urge of nature forbids the thought. The desire for pro- 
gression and a better, fuller life for yo.irselv.s ami fellows, 
sbows that von are already living in the future, ami that no 

eheap subterfuge of "living in your posterity" has MtuSed 
von Nor will it quench the tires of millions of years of inherit- 

and- that still burns in your veins, for they are fed by the 
fed „f hope and shall not ee«M till you are born into the oe an 

of conscious immortality. 



This stage has now been reached (thanks to the societies of 
psychic research and many nble scientists besides) tor it >UM 
been scientifically demonstrated that future existence is not only 
a possibility but that it is the Otllj rational answer thnt their 

senses can give after years of patient, painstaking investigation. 

4. That thoughts live outside the brain is proved by Telepathy. 
If thoughts do live that are generated by the mind, then it is 
not a bad argument t» say the mind itself will live when the 
body is discarded altogether. 

Psyehometry has shown us that every known object ha- an 
atmosphere thnt images its character and environment, and which 
is ns much sensed by the psychic ns is the nronin of a (lower, 
ti. A French Scientist hns demonstrated thai the body weighs 

leai immediately after death, showing comething has left it. 

7. Science has demonstrated photography of persona known 

to have left this body. 

H. The greatest chemist the world has produced, hns demon- 
strated thnt there is in all living cells a principle that can be 

stained with carmin e which is not a part of dead protoplasm; 

he named this principle Bioplasm thus demonstrating n probnble 
physical basis of the soul. 

To my mind the evidence of a future existence is so over- 
whelming that it is much harder to believe in annihilation than 
it is to belieVC in continued existence. 

Finally, I. ns a psychic, could entertain you for dnys by 
recounting personal experiences of demonstrations from the so- 
eslled unseen world but as such evidence can never be other than 
personal testimony 1 shall not weary you with them. I will 
Mate, however thai I was as sceptical and as thoroughly a 

Materialist ns any among you. when 1 began my investigations 

which have covered a period of fifteen years or more. 

After memorising the bible, and studying nil the leading 
philosophies and religions my philosophy of life is summed up 

in three words: Live Your Convict ions. The wny is open to 

all to get personal proof of a future life; it requires no religion, 
nor does it require any practices thnt are not in accord with 
common sense and the living of i perfectly natural life in har- 
mony with nnt lire's lnws. 

San Francisco. 
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i By Dr. \. Hauatnan. > 
The people have do money for men oapable ami willing 
tu do the mental work necessary for reform, to design the 
plans, etc., which must, p eoo esa r lly precede unanimous 
notion. They have more important matters to attend to. 
[f you want tu know America's great men of today, tlx' 
sublime topics ami subjects engrossing the mind an. I com 
manding the purse of a huge portion of the population take 
the pa|>ors and look at the pictures of the greal bate Kail 



player who receives $500 p. in., or the famous sprinter 
who made a fortune by running a certain distance in a 

few second.-. less than some one else before llim : or the 
princ tighter, win- earns 110,000 in a few hours by knock- 
inn some one down. The issue of a prize fight or a game 

of Kail i» of far greater importance to the people, than 
the fate of an important law. pending before a committee 
or legislative body. Telegraph lines are reserved to flash 

all ever the state the Stunning event that so and so oaughl 

or missed a hall; extra sheets are issued by the great 
dailies announcing the stupendous news that one man is 
knocked down by another. When a champion honors i 
town with his presence, the hand turns out and plays "see 
die conquering hero eOjpng," *e authorities and pronu- 
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nent citizens vie with each other to receive the distin- 
guished guest and offer the hospitality of the place; the 
reporter! strain their ears to catch a few flattering remarks 
from the lips (if the ureal man, which next day gladden 
the hearts <>{ thousands, Sup]M>sing a Darwin should pass 
through such a place, the majority of the people would 
imt take any notice of hint, not a dollar would he expended 
on his account where thousands would l>e offered to receive 
a worthless nieinltcr of society. And who are those ]>ooplc 
who waste their money on useless avocations and childish 
play 1 Principally the classes that earn it by the labor 
of their hands, who. aeoording to the Utopian apostles do 
not get the wages to which they are entitled. Mr. IT. 
George probably includes this application of the peoples 
money under the functions of capital to give direction to 
productive labor by consumption, because ho does not men- 
tion thai people could make any other than the most judi- 
cious use of their labor, their money. But what must be 
the mechanical effect of this great folly to attach the value 
of productive labor to brutal sport I The thousands of 
single dollars become capital in the hands of a few, for 
which society has not received any value. 

Ambition is the soul of the Americans, they must excel 
all other nations, even if the object is not a desirable one 
and in respect to injudicious expenditure of money for 
worthless sport, they are the greatest fools on earth. 

At the present stage of evolution of the human race, a 
great concourse of people baa seldom a reasonable object. 
Jn the old country , large numbers are brought together for 
the purpose of killing each other for the exaitation of a 
few. Here they assemble in the interest of a few |M.liti- 

cians, between whom the |M'op|e y choose; for the sake 

of pleasure; from near-sighted egoism and hypocrisy in at- 
tending what they call divine service. Or thev meet in 
-ecret conclave, to indulge in feasting their vanity, dress 
in gorgeous uniforms and paraphernalia and glorify in 
imposing titles so grand and sublime as no potentate on 

earth had ever bestowed upon him. How it Hatters the 
corner grocer or saloon keeper, who in ordinary life does 
not count among the four hundred, to sit on a dial and 
receive the respectful homage of the brethren, who address 
him as "greet worshipful master," high chief ranger, etc. 
The real commendable object of the lodges docs not re- 

quire any secrecy and can be expressed in dollars and 
cents, but the tomfoolery and pompo-ity form the prin- 
cipal attraction for a certain class of people. Vanity and 
conservatism are the conspicuous features in the constitu- 
tion of most of the lodges. The patriotic sons of America 

find it necessary to recognise the divine being, which must 
l>e very gratifying to the lord, who is losing followers 

every day. Concerning the principle of nativity, r don't 
think that any Intelligent person will envy the home bred 
ass. whose nationality makes him a more eligible subject for 
membership of this order, than the biddy educated 
foreigner. 

Here are the Knights of Labor and similar organisations, 

formed for the laudable purpose of protecting the interest 



of a certain class of people, who depend for a living on 
facilities for work, created through the system of division 
of labor. Hut, as usual in such cases, they apply their 
efforts rather one-sided; they concentrate their energy upon 
the solution of the wage question exclusively, which is but 
the result of many other social factors described above. 
They can never hope to establish a permanent, unchange- 
able scale of Wages, which will always tend to go down, 
unless two of the causes of poverty be removed — the con- 
sumption by unproductive labor and the unlimited supply 
of physical force by immigration and natural increase. If 
they believe men* physical force the predominating power 
in society, they denounce progress and attempt to stop the 
world in its onward course. To the dynamic forces of the 
universe, pressed into the service of mankind by human 
intellect, we owe the great advance id' this century over the 
past Will must precede action in one individual as well 
as in a thousand, and intellect must guide the will in order 
to accomplish the object. If there are people who earn 
much money without doing any work, do not say they 
•teal it; acknowledge the truth. They obtain it through 

shrewdness, — by taking advantage of institutions which the 
jKsople in their ignorance permit, to exist. If lawyers 
accumulate fortunes everywhere, it is not because they ren- 
der any important service to their fellow citizens. Xo; 
it is simply because the laws permit them to earn ten or n 
hundred dollars for the same time in which other people 
can earn hut one by honest labor. If railroad owners be- 
come manifold millionaires, because they coiil rid the 
means of transportation whose use is compulsory fur the 
multitude, do not accuse them of Stealing; they simply do 
what everybody else does seek their advantage, and thev 
know it, while the people do not. If elegant churches rise 
everywhere, consider that this money is spent for buying 
false teachings instead of truth, without which there can be 
no progress. Remember that a thorough reform id' our 
social organisation requires the co-operation and unison of 

all classes representing productive labor, and cannot be 
introduced and enforced by one faction or party alone. All 
attempts to overthrow society by acts of violence directed 
against possession in general, without, discriminating be- 
tween individuals, must be futile and can only result in 
destruction of life and properly by which nobody is ben 
etitted. The object of reform must lie to abolish the causes 
for certain evils, and not the impossible reversion id' the 
past effect. The platform ought to l>e: 

I. Revision of the constitution in regard to the legisla- 
tive power of the single states. 

3, Revision and amendment id' the civil and criminal 
laws nil a rational basis, on the true supposition that the 
majority of the people are good and sensible enough, as far 

as their intellect goes, not to need any laws, and that a 
community is not altogether an Insane asylum. 

:t. Conversion of all public institutions h public 
proper! v. 

I. Taxation on the basis of necessity. 

Concerning taxation, we si always keep in mind that 
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ii i- absolutely impossible to establish a just and equal 
basis, from the same reason that makes it impossible to 
establish i just and equal standard tor the value of a per- 
son's tabor, inequality of persons and conditions. This 

impossibility was early i gniaed by the fonnden of our 

republic, who resorted to direct taxation only in case .->f 
emergi ncy, war, etc. It is aeverthelesi easy enough to find 
:i rational standard for taxation when we dearly define in 
what ii really consists. Taxation means the levying of a 
contribution t.. defray the eosta of labor required for the 
welfare of the community. Since the amount of money 
:i person earns represents hi- share of the material value 
produced by the labor of the whole community, neoeaaary 

to sustain ami enjoy life, it is plain that a jhu-sou whose 

income is limited to the amounl leesary for his existence, 

< •: 1 1 1 1 1 < >t pay taxes. In a primitive state of society there 

are no taxes, because tin- simple i te of living does not 

require division of labor t.. any (-Teat extent, But in a 
state of high culture, division of labor has developed into 
; i very complicated system, and requires much labor in 
order to enable a harmonious co-operation of all the 
ramifications and subdivisions. Those who are able under 
this system to earn more money than necessary to supply 

the want- of life, ean well afford l» devote some of this 

surplus t" tin' welfare <>( society, for some useful purpose 
instead of more luxuries. From the significance of money, 
a social Institution, the reader will perceive that the 
use of money is limited to only two possibilities'- to the 
purchase of necessities «.r luxuries and if a |>erson can 
procure all the former ami a fair share of the latter, he 

can certainly afford to suffer a retrenchment which does 

iii t even demand a sacrifice of his comfort, bul only id' the 
stupid pride that demands boastful display erf wealth. 
Therefore, tin ly rational and sensible principle is lo 

. take the taxes from the rich in proportion as the poor aw 
relieved, and this la perfectly just, because it. tends to 

increase the means of happiness for many without any 
detriment to a single one. Km selfishness and greed seem 
to increase with the income, and it i- a well known fac' 
ihiit ill'' rich try everywhere to avoid adequate taxation, 
and place the burden upon the classes who make a living 
by 'he labor of their hands. Thus the licenses upon the 
useful avocations, the trades supplying the necessities of 
life, baker, butcher, tailor, shoemaker, etc.. are unjust, be- 
cause they lax rich ami poor alike, or rather make the 
latter pay for the privilege to live. Licenses ought not to 
be imposed except as restriction upon trades or professions 
that are of no benefit to society. 

When 1 practiced medicine, in St. Louis, the city imposed 
a license of $26 upon the profession I protested on the 
ground that ii was unjust to take such a huge percentage 
i f my scanty incomo, while there were s,» many colleague* 
who earned much more, but the city solona paid no heed to 
these arguments ami demanded the money. However. 1 
di.l not pay. and relied on my superior right, beyond 
which, a- the proverb says, even the emperor cannot go, I 
had nothing to lose, ami was absolutely writ proof. While 



I was enduring a kind of siege by the minions of the law. 
succor came from an unexpected quarter. The city 
council, in a moment of rare mental illumination, concluded 
that the togal profession, some of whose members were said 
to "make" $60,000 to $100,000 a year, could well afford 
to pay the same amount. I helieve they afterwards re- 
gretted this step. They -Smote the calf in the eye.** a- the 

saying is. The legal fraternity was not slow to decide that 
the license was unconstitutional, and that settled it. For 
once the just cause was victorious, and the laugh was on my 
side. Need I state here that those who paid the illegal tax 
never saw their money again '■ 

Nearly all the people having a comfortable income are op 
posed to Income tax. which, theoretically, would he the only 
ju-t and correct one. Even Henry George does not recoin 
mend it. because it would check the incentive for production 
or accumulation of capital. Such an assertion is too stupid. 
A- far as production is concerned, the necessities of life 
are ami will always he sufficient incentive, ami in regard t.. 
accumulation of capital, isn't a check on that jitst what he 
and other reformers demand 1 Or does he reallv believe 
thai a person with an income of $50,000, on which he had 
to pay. say $."1.1 Mid. would rather reduce it to half the 
amounl on account of less taxes I We must remember thai 
there is a limit to necessity helow which nobody can go; hut 
there are no boundaries for extravagance and luxuries. 
The limit of freedom from taxation ought to be baaed upon 
the fact that a certain income is absolutely necessary for 
the maintename and enjoyment of life and people have a 

g I right to demand exemption from taxation as long as 

there are luemhers of society whose income exceeds this 
population many times. 

Instead of fighting wind-mills, like Hon Quixote, and 
draft h igh"SOUnd ing platforms and resolutions against 
natural laws, ami wasting time and energy on childish 
play, the secret societies might turn their attention to mat 

tors of practical interest, a- taxation for instance, to better 
advantage. 

Taking a nation as an entity, it is impossible to tix tin 
blame for the imperfeetnesa of society upon any particular 
class or profession. The condition of society is the median 
ical resull of the action of the people, and if it is found thai 
certain institutions are advantageous to some ami injurious 
to others, there is no other remedy hut to abolish tin .:!, 
lint in order to accomplish this, it. is necessarv first to 
correct the ideas and views which must precede action. 
The erroneous conception of life, expressed in religion, 
excludes the recognition of the natural laws governing 
society, ami though it baa no influence upon the mechanical 
effect, the unequal distribution of wealth, it prevents people 
from discerning the true cause and reforming the evil as fa'* 
as possible. While those who came too late, as the poet 
says, to partake in the distribution of the earthly goods, can 
ma distinguish what part of their humhle lot they musl 
attribute to the force of oiroumataneea, ami what to their 
own actions, it is the same with those favored by luck. 
They are prone to attribute their fortune solely to their own 
(Continued on Page 12.) 
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MORE ABOUT ORGANIZATION. 



Several (Uttering letters have been received sinoe the 
Blade undertook to formulate sonic plan for 1 1 * * - purpose 

of effecting a national organization, and if the correspond- 
ence keeps up at its present rate, we may now conclude 
Unit a meeting will Ih- held f t the purpose of bringing 

tbe matter to some focus. 

One suggestion lias Im-cii made that the suhjecl be 

broughl before the Buckeye Secular Union, at its conven- 
tion, ami while there can he no doiiht that the active officers 
and memhers of that body will lend their support to the 
movement, vet, it must be remembered that thoat attending 
that convention will largely he made of Freethinkers from 
one state, with hut a few from other ami adjoining states, 
aa ipeakers for the occasion. What is needed is a meet- 
in": that will be aa representative of the Nation as it i- 

possible to get it. Freethinkers fi i many states ought 

to he in attendance, so that truly national questions may 
he discussed and the organization built upon a national 

■cope. It may be that an organisation upon state lines 

alone, at Brat, and then expansion to national extents, 

would l>o advisable, but tin* is to be decided by the pro- 
posed meeting, if it il held at all. and once under dis- 
cussion, the majority will, of course, decide. 

That success can only he won through organisation, or, 
that organisation is conducive toward mktc», may be 



gathered from the powerful and effective efforts of the 

prohibition elements which have been so thoroughly ami 

systematically organised throughout all the states. But a 
few year- ago this party was too insignificant to de s er ve 
notice or attention. Today it is a power in politics and is 

capable of dictating to political parties, demanding of and 

from them some recognition of the principles for which it 
stands. The vast amount of legislation that has heen <-h- 
tained from the various stale assemblies is also an indica- 
tion of what can lie done by organization, and surely, the 
Freethinkers of America are no more nor no less devoted 
to their cense than are the prohibition people to theirs. 
What has been done hy the latter can he done hv us, pro- 
vided we present a solidly organised front. The repeal 
of Sunday laws and other statutory provisions of a decid- 
edly religious character, could he made one of the working 
motives of the cause, so far as political purposes may he 
considered at all, hut, in the end, OUT great aim should l>c 
to encourage ami take part iii promulgating hv all honor- 
able means, the higher education that has brought ortho- 
dox institutions to such disastrous results as we have wit- 
nessed within the past few months. 
Whether the foundation of the proposed organisation be 

along state or national lines, there will he needed a cen- 
tral, supervising body, capable of ami given the power to 
direct and manage, national in character, in scope of opera 
don and work. To this body should he given the right 
ami authority to build up subordinate organisations ami 

to select the material that shall engage in the work under 
its name ami sanction. 

These sre hut suggestions for the purpose of stimulating 
thought and are not intended to Ik Delusive. So far the 

bttlk of the letters received suggest the I ith of Octohcr 

during which the meeting should he held, hut oil slightly 
different dates. By giving until the end of August f°T 
Freethinker! to express their views, there will he ample 

time to arrange for a meeting in the month named. Do 

not hesitate to express an Opinion oil the subject here being 
dismissed It is your right and privilege. With the first 

i>sue in September the Blade will give a summary of the 
opinions already received and to be received during the 
intervening jieriod. 

TIIF UFI.KilON OF TIIF FFTFKF. 



By the caption of this article our readers might infer 
that we anticipate that there will he a religion of the 
future, even as we have a religion of the present, and to a 
certain extent, the inference would he true, lint if religion 
SS we now understand what that term means, is to survive 
from one generation to another for some years to come, it 
must he admitted that the future religion will he a vastly 

different article from the religions we now see around na 
ami about ns. 

What is meant hy the term "religion t" Its etymology 

suggests that il is hut a mere ligament, or a tie, that hinds 
society, ami if this he accepted a- its literal meaning, then 
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the more binding of society can be undertaken without any 
resort, to r supposed supernatural authority, without even 
tlic absurd tonus ami ceremonials now commonly practiced, 
and without the compulsory maintenance of a gaudy, and 
costly, system which studiously robs the poor and draws 
from humanity thai love, reverence and support we now 
know to be its rightful heritage. The charitable impulses 
of men have led to lodge ties, masonic ami otherwise, where 
the essential human virtues find room tor outlet, ami the 
lies that bind through these institutions are less vulnerable 
than those emanating from the church, ami they find a 
more ready ami willing acquiescence. Political ami social 
considerations alone are also capable of tri v i nil- cohesion to 
large numbers of the human family, welding them, as it 
were, into one, and through unanimous action from choice, 
they act as one. Taking religion, then, in tlii- light, we 
may safely assume that it will survive the centuries, but 

prayer I ks and bibles, creeds and sacraments, myths and 

miracles, prayers and faith, will find no part or portion 
in this religion of the future, for it will he a purely human 
consideration upon which it is built, for the satisfaction 
of human wants, the gratification of human ambitions, ami 
its work will he upon purely human ideals. 

To this extent we appreciate the sentiments uttered by 
Dr. Eliot ill his estimate of what the religion of the future 
will he, and which have drawn f] i Bishop McKaul the 

almost useless charge that the colleges of the country art' 

enshrouded in an "atheistic or agnostic atmosphere." That 

the charge is true we have discovered from the writings of 
Mr. Harold Bolce, of which mention has previously been 
made in our columns, and that the "atmosphere" of which 
the hishop complains, will grow thicker ami heavier 00 dis- 
cerning mind can deny. Dr. Bliol has been given ahund- 
aut opportunity to see and to know. He has been brought 
in contact with the beat scholastic minds of the country. 
Himself at the head of one of the most powerful and in- 
fluential educational institutions of the nation, he baa been 

ahle to perceive the drift of education and it has exerted 
DO small influence upon his own mind. <>n the other hand 
Bishop .McKaul does not mingle with the world of thought 
He is employed in sacred mummeries, the swinging of cen- 
sors, the kow-tow in front of the altar, and the masticating 
of the body of his god. Professor Eliot suggests, by in- 
ference, that these arc relics of barbarism and belonging 
to barbarism, then to barbarism will they he ultimately 
relegated Bishop McKaul would have us believe that these 
are as essential today as they have ever been for human 
happiness and progress. The latter fails to see, however, 
that progress is rapidly leading the people away from them 
ami in a few years more he ami his coadjutors will he prac- 
tically alone. 

In an address recently delivered before the summer 
school of theology, at Cambridge, Mass., Professor Eliot 

defined what lie believed the religion of the future would 
he. At the very inception he announced that that religion 

would not he Christianity. He argued that in it there 
would Iki "no deification of remarkable human beings" 



which is a cutting loose from orthodox Christian traditions 
Concerning Christ and the cross, He further declared that 
the new religion would "reverence the teachers <>( liherty 
and righteousness" and that it would "respect all ureal 
ami lovely human beings." Such a sentiment would bring 
the people approving the new religion to a greater and 

higher reverence for Th as Paine and Robert Gr. Inger- 

a II. for their great self -sacrifice t<» the cause of liberty, 

mental and physical, place both at the head of liberty's 
martyrs and their known character, the great nohility 
thereof, i- -itch as to command the admiration and reaped 
of all men and women. Dr. Eliot further outlined the 
religion of the future, as he perceives it. by suggesting that 
it will not he "based up>n authority, either spiritual or 
temporal," and that in it there will he "no supernatural 

clement." He also declares that man will yet learn to 
"place reliance on nothing hut the law- of nature" and 
that the new religion "will not attempt to reconcik present 

ills by the pi iise of future compensation." 

Running through these sentiments we are able to observe 
a full and complete exposition of the principles of Free- 
thought. Shorn of the supernatural the natural will he- 
come all sufficient for human purposes. With the elimina- 
tion of the Supernatural the belief in god will disappear, 
as it must, and man will learn his true relations to all 
humanity. To do evil i- repulsive to the refined ami sensi- 
tive mind. Coarse brutality and the vicious promise of re- 
demption by salvation, an avoidance of the consequences 
of wrongful acts, makes beasts of men. robs them of the 

ennobling Influence of self-virtue which makes them men 
indeed. 

Abundant cause for gratification exists for freethinkers 

that a mail occupying the position of Dr. Bitot should take 

such a linn and decisive stand against orthodox concep- 
tions, and we may conclude that if the future is to eni- 
hrace any sort of religion, it will he along the lines lie has 
given, ami the church, if it would continue to, exist as a 

church, will he compelled to accommodate iteelf thereto or 

it will perish. Remove god and man still remains. Take 
man away and we have nothing left, [l it not essential, 
therefore, that the h-vo, the admiration, the sympathy, the 
bsip we each have to give and bettoW, should be conferred 
upon man and leave the gods to their own methods. In 
the mm religion, and it will come most surely, there will 
he no gods to propitiate, HO devils t,, fear, n.. hells to 
shun. DO heavens to bribe. Earth and humanity, with all 
the natural surroundings will furnish all that it will need 
for worship and prai-e. tove and hope. Hearts will then 
become more true and hypocrisy will cease among men. 

Various crit icisiiis. or assaults, have been made hy differ- 
ent preachers upon Dr. Eliot's position. Unwilling to ad- 
mit truth, unable to foresee the general drift, unprepared 

f..r the mental transformations that are DOW threatened 
from the one-time Strongholds of the church, these preach- 
ers are very much like the ostrich for they shut their own 

eyes to impending dangers and pretend, hecause they do 

not appear readily to the view, that no danger exists. Con- 
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oerning Dr. Eliot and hit critics we can say u- the law 
Col. Iiifrersoll mice -aid of (inrtiehl: "He -peak- from the 
inaide out" Dr. Blio4 knowa. The preachers speak from 
the outside In. They do not know. They merely assume 
ud then Infer. While orthodoxy «-• >n 1< I wield ;i control 
over education, it had powi rfnl allies, for 1 1 1 « - young were 
incessantly trained I i believe. No inquiry tru made. 
Criticism wm denied the privilege of existence, Now 
thing! have changed. Young men and women are no 
longer to In- made hereditary victims of ■ senseless super- 
stition and with tin Uegiate institutions of the nation 

arrayed against the myth and fable of the Christian sys- 
tem, the preachers an ;ii onee t' reed to take the defensive, 
thereby keeping them fully occupied with their personal 
ooncerna, depriving them of th< opportunities they < ■ 
hitherto enjoyed of meddling with the rights and liberties 
of others. 

The tenor of the arguments off red by tit m who have 
attempted to criticise the new declaration of religious In* 
dependence, i- mat it' Dr. Eliot speaks true, then mual 
Christ liavi- lived nii< I suffered in \ si in. the Christian re- 
ligion iiiii-t be ;ill wrong, and the work ,,( the missionaries 
the result of a mistaken zeal. And all llii- i- true. By 
eloae maenning and oomprehensive study the preachers 
themselves will oome to learn mat no Christ lived or mf- 
ft red as depleted in the four ■_!«»-( i< - 1 — . thai this < hrisl was 
a mere mvili, that the Christian religion is all wrong, and 
that no matter how sincere missionaries may hi' their work 
is the result of a gigantic mi-take, a mistake thai has o si 
thousands of human lives and wasted considerable treasure. 
Then will the preachers come round to Dr. Eliot's way of 
thinking and the "religion of the future" it religion there 
niii-t !•<•. will have surely dawned. 



MRS. BESANT AND EIEH MESSIAH. 



•"Once a man. twice a child." 

Tims runs an old proverb, the truth of which i- readily 
reeogniaed by men and women of reflective mind. 

During infancy the mind lack- judgment, it i> deficient 
in perception and conception, principally from Inexperi- 
ence and the want of educaton. Near the summit of life's 
journey, the mind is meet active, the faculties are stronger, 
the intellect more keen, and the judgment reached by the 
mind, a result of both education ami experience, i- more 
firm ami worthy of consideration. Upon passing the 

meridian and going down the decline, a- the "shadows (all 

to the west," senility seta in. the faculties become m 

or leas impaired, ami the period of the "second childhood" 
begins. The infantile conceptions of the mind in mis lat- 
ter -taije will he largely dependent hp n the strei sitj 

«.f the life through which the individual ha- | assed. 1 f the 
voyage ha- been calm ami peaceful, the traveler w ill enjoy 
greater repose during the day- of declining mentality, but 
il the pasaage ha- been over shoals ami bogs, rough ami 
turbulent, trying and tiring, the mind gives way quicker, 
reason loses it.- grip and an advanced stage "t' menial ah 



Iteration full we. It is in this light that we would prefer 
to judge of Mr-. Annie Beaant and her "message" of the 
"new meaaiah" who is to make hi- or her appearance upon 
the soil of the new world. 

'I he life of Mr-. Beaant ha- I ecu far more stormy ami 
turbulent than tall- t the I i of the average man, ami ex- 
ceedingly few women. The brilliancy of her mini and 
intellect during the period of her advocacy of radic; i 
thought, stands unexcelled, and with hut few equals 
Originally tin w ife of a church of Ernrjan I clergyman, Im- 
bued with a de-ire to assist her husband in his work, she 

undertook to write a hist ry of tin life of Christ ami 
through her personal study ni l investigation announced 
there was DO life of Christ to write. A legal separation 
followed whereby Mrs, Beaant was deprived of her children 
under the law of England, which bold that an Atheist, 

whither Mrs. Beaant had drifted, was an unfit and an im- 
proper per- n to have charge of the education and train- 
ing of a child. Something was then said as to the probable 
effect o| this separation from her children, upon the mind 
of Mrs, Beaant, but her strong mentality, her rigorous in- 
tellect, hold bor up. and her remarkable argumentative and 
oratorical abilities so u brought her to the front anion:;- 
English freethinkers and she became an active associate 
ai the late Charles Bradlaugh, with whom she worked and 
labored and suffered for the cause of mental freedom. A 
willing follower, at all tin.-. Mr-. Beaant was never a 
leader. She develop ! into an ardent advocate • f socialism 
and was an associate editor of the National Reformer, a 
weekly Preethougbt paper edited and published by Charles 
Bradlaugh, Later, Mr-. Beaant started a monthly maga- 
zine of great merit, entitled "Our Corner" w hic h flourished 
lor a season and died. In .'cry city or t wn of import- 
ance, throughout Great Britain, her voice was heard in an 

udvocacy of Frretl rfit and Socialism, an I the radicals 

of I be country gave ber warm welcome. Her pen wrought 
eloquent arguments in behalf of Atheism, ami her t ugue 
convinced many. None dougbte I ber sincerity ami her 
name became a byword in almost every English home. 

During this period of her most active public work Mrs, 
Beaant would have scorned the thought that her mind 
would ever be br tight to men idiocies as she [a advocating 
today. Were she as mentally vigorous today a- -he was a 
quarter of a century ago, she would never express a belief 
in a Messiah, intended to offer a plan of vicarious atone- 
ment for sin. Not until the death of Madame Blavatsky, 
a notorious adventuress, did Mrs, Beaant become pro- 
nounce.! in hi r departure from I*' reelhoujiht principles, hut 
with the h ad< rship of the Theosopbiata confronting her, 
and a reconciliation with her children, following the death 
of her husband, her mentality began to decline and the was 
now capable of Indulging in tin- wildcat sort of beliefs, 
whi<h included mahatmaa, spirits, goblins, Mid [ivine 
messiahships. 

Tin Editor of the Blade knew Mr-. Beaant in England, 
while still a youth, heard her lecture, became impressed 
with her earnestness, and was actually started on the road 
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to Freethought by reason of her strong argument and irre- 
sistible facts. It was through the effort! of Mrs. Besant, 
followed by Charles Bradlaugfa and <i. W. Foote, that be 
became a member of the National Secular Society, and 
biter engaged in the advocacy of the same cause, In the 
full of 1888, the Editor met Mr-. Besant again in New 
York City, hut she was a theosophist now, ami the great 
change that had come over her was plainly noticeable, she 
did not seem to be the same Mrs. Besant She avoided, as 
much a- p ssible, any discussion of her former labors, ami 
adroitly turned the subject whenever it was brought up, 
Constant association, since that time, with the society she 
now represents, has, in our best judgment, affected Iter 
mind to such an extent, that she is mentally unbalanced, 
ami this i> the most charitable judgment that could he pro- 
i nce<l i poll her at this time. Judged by her former 

capacity to think ami reas n. Mrs. Besant would know that 

there is no messiah ; that there was never a first messiah 

to admit the probability, or possibility, ot" a si nd. Her 

effort to give America as the place ot' this "second messiah" 

to make his or her appearance, would seem to he an at- 
tempt t<> play upon the vulgar thought «>t - the ignorant in 

the hope of making a profitable investment out of a few 
words. 

Struggle as -he may, Mr-. Besant has been unable, and 
-he will he unable to bring any of her former friends and 
associates to her present way of thinking. It is a pity that 
such a brilliant intellect should he so overcome, hut it i- 
an inevitable law, ami we are once more brought to the 
old proverb: "Once a man. twice a child," and the second 
stage of infancy i- now most surely upon the leader of the 
Theosophieal society. 

THAT NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. 



More letters of commendation are coming to the Blade 
office as concerns the proposition to bring about a new 
national organisation of American Freethinkers, There i- 
yet. however, an insufficient number to justify the under- 
taking, and if we are to organize, we urge upon all who 
are ready to aid in the movement, to get into line by the 
end of the current month. 

We have now less than twenty letters. The majority of 
these are unable to attend, from financial and other reasons, 
hut all will become members of the organisation if properly 
effected and rive of their mean- to make its work a SUC- 
ce— . Three points are most favored for the meeting. 
These are St. Louis, Cleveland ami Cincinnati. The dates 
run from October :! to 17. We have some who have prom- 
ised to attend atter where the meeting is held or the 

dale of holding it. We ought to have not less than fifty, 

hut thirty will !«• sufficient to -tart the hall rolling. 

Il may he. as We infer from some of the letters written. 

that the idea i- entertained that the proposed organisation 

i- intended to supplant existing organizations, Far t'r 

ii. On the contrary it i- designed to weld all existing 
organizations together, to bring them under one fiag, to lm 



hue diem all with one purp SC. Under such conditions 

each existing organization should have a representative at 
the meeting, provided it meeting be bald. Each could then 
take a part in the formation of its constitution ami the 
building of the plans for future work. Without work we 
are at a disadvantage, and we tiiu-t all work together if 
We would win and enjoy the fruit- of our victory. , 

Under such a plan the working power ami facilities nf 

all organizations may he utilized to the fullest All must 
admit that there exists a very large (dement of liberal 

people who are in no way identified with the propaganda. 

They have failed to affiliate with existing organize tioni for 
-ome reason or another. I!y constructing a platform that 

is broad enough and free enough to embrace all these ele- 
ments, with a practical philosophy as tin- educative feature 
of the movement) and sound policies for the working side, 

there is no just reason why such an organization should 
not succeed. The present break from orthodoxy as shown 
by current literature, furnishes abundant material for u- 
to continue our efforts hm we must show a combined effort 
and purpose, for individual labors alone will he insufficient 
to gain the desired end 

Write the Blade at your earliest convenience, if you have 
not already done so, and state: 1. Do you favor such an 
organisation '. -• Will yon personally attend a meeting 

to establish such an organization '. 8. Name place and date 

of meeting as you deem most suitable ! 1. If you cannot 
attend, ami an organization is effected, will you become a 
member I 

Yon have the current month in which to answer, hut as 

the undertaking must involve considerable labor, it must 

he made known in time what the wishes of the majority 
arc in this respect. 

Many of the friends writing to us as favoring the proj- 
ect tire men and women who have never previously been 

affiliated oi nneoted with any Freethought organization. 

This means new blood in the movement capable of Incul- 
cating new ideas and this i- precisely what we need it* we 

wish to SUCCeed, The question is then, are you with us I 



Mayor II. Baldwin Bice, of Houston, Texas, is a man 
of nerve ami action. Satisfied that W. c. Horton, Com- 
mander of the Union Christian Army was working a plain 
ease of sanctimonious graft, he gave a limited number of 
hours to shake the dust of Houston off his feet. The fakir 
shook, but it is not laid whether he went in the direction 

of the bayou to cool off. 

* * * * 

After successfully converting James Weldon to his 
own religious views. Rev. Abel Dickerson, pa-tor of the 
Church of god and -aims of Christ, Pittsburg, caused his 
eon vert's arrest on a charge of em b ezz lin g $580, The 
aeonaed got the money ih wring how quickly and bow sure 
the religious fervor exerted itself. 
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MAN'S ORIGIN AND DESTINY. 



(Continued from Page 7.) 

merits, or to divine providence, the easiesl way to shake <>ff 
mora] obligations towards society. In the <>1<1 country toil 
relation U far more pronounced and obvioni than hero. 
We have the working classes, Carmen, artisans, etc, on one 
side as the cause; the nobility and clergy <>n the other ai<U- 
us the result, both representing the ignorant, conservative 
element of society. Between the two is wedged in the intel- 
lectual portion of the population, from which all progreea 
emanates. It is obvious that no sharp boundary line- can 

exist between the factions, which are. however, plainly dis- 
oernible in the politica] life of a nation. 

Here in America, the evil is less conspicuous and the 

better rendition of the working classes, together with the 

enormous increase of national wealth, is conclusive proof 
that the greater pari of individual fortunes comes from 
the only legitimate source, — industry. Wherever this is 
the CMC, wealth ami intelligence are usually associated. But 

among the rich people we find also some low intellects, 
whose entire life is devoted to the gratification of ■ con 
temptible greed, who never cease to add to their fortune, 

which is already more than sufficient to buy all the luxuries 
the world can offer. Instead of making good use of their 
money at home, they ape their aristocratic cousins across 
the water: play the Maeeen and pay enormous rami for 
daubed canvass, because they have been told that it is the 
proper thing to do, although their own artistic taste would 

he better satisfied by the dashing picture on a cigar bos or 
tin' gaudy colors of ii cheap ohromo. These people spend 

millions for building useless churches und seminaries; 
they engage ministers at enormous salaries to toll them 
pleasant lies that tickle their self-conceit. Their wives are 

charitable; they are much concerned about the spiritual 

Welfare of the heathen in Africa: they are solicitous about 
the noble red man. and see that his innocent pastime of 

scalping the low-bred white settler, who i> trying to make n 
living by disgraceful labor, is not Interfered with. If 
Catholic-, they contrihnte liberally to the church or even 
l'oin a clerical order to which they liequcath their fortunes, 
in the vain anticipation of becoming angels in heaven and 
saints on earth after death, all for their money. Cut they 
have no eye for the misery at their door. The stern reality 
is disgusting. The negro in Africa and the Indian in the 
far West are cleaner subjects for the ostentatious display 
nf their charity. Hypocrisy ami mi- applied sympathy, 

charities wasted o iworthy subjects for the sain of vain 

show a id boast, are often the only way by which the rich 

•how their regard for their fellowmen. Not long ago I saw 

in the papers that the children of one of the richest railroad 
magnates intended to erect a votive church to the memory 
if their father. Indeed, it lucky thought; they could not hit 

upon a more appropriate symbol to commemorate the 

Stupidity and ignorance of the people to which their father, 
and through him they themselves owe their immense 
fortune. 



Bumming tip the moral motives governing the. actions of 
men. we must distinguish the tWO classes — those who always 
remember that they are member! of society and always re- 
flect what must Ik- the effect upon the welfare of their fellow 
men if everybody acts as they do; and those who have no 
other consideration than their own personal interest, regard' 

less .d' the consequences for the < inutility. The former 

are morally the better, the latter are financially the more 
successful ; they are the fittest to survive, because the 
majority of the people have no other standard than the near 
sighted egoism, whose vision is limited to the size of the 
dollar. 

In regard to progress we must draw the same dis- 
tinctions. There are people who are incapahle of thinking 
logically and independent, who believe because others do til', 1 
same. This class includes all the religious believers. They 
do not prove the truth of their creed by the accordance 
of their teachings with the facts, but in the material cir- 
cumstances of ninnlK'rs. Not because the existence of a 
persona] god could be demonstrated in nature, of because 

the probability of a future life could be logically inferred 

from the biological laws and man's relation to nature, must 

religion be true, — no, because the savages have their idols, 

the barbarous races have their gods, and the ignorant (dasses 
of the civilised nations pretend to see their own image in 
nature, and sail it god. These dupes who have no better 

argument for truth than numbers, must remember that 

minds or intellects are circumscribed entities, which cannot 
be added together. A superior intellect rises above th ■ 
ma>-es like a tall tree in the forest over his companion*. 
One herder has more >eii>e than all his oxen, even if their 
number were millions; one wise man knows more than all 
the fools and savages in the world, but they have the power 

The other kind of people think for themselves J they study 
nature through the means she has given us, the senses; they 

acknowledge no other truth but facts, ami seek it in the I; 

pla.-e ii can 1m- found, in nature, — in the universe. To the 
leaJehen for truth mankind owes all its progress, its ele- 
vation above the animal kingdom. This class is always in 
the minority; it has never ruled the world and has never 
derived any material benefit commensurate with the 
blessings it has conferred upon mankind. 

America is the country where society will first attain a 
more perfect form, but for the present we must console our 
selves with the poet : — 

'•Meanwhile until philosophy 

Shall hold the world together, 
Love ami hunger rather 

Keep going world's machinery." 

(To be continued.) 
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URGES FREETHINKERS TO OR- 
GANIZE. 



(By J. Atwood Cnlbertaon; ) 
I address these lew words to Freethink- 
ers-'- to those Freethinker! who have not 

risponded l<> llif Blade's request for ex- 
pressions regarding a National Fred bought 
Organisation. This movement t In* Blade 
has started, I am certain, tor no other pur- 
pose than to provide tor Freethinkers a 
better way of spreading Froetkottgkl and 
battling our religions enemies, and without 
hope 4ir desire id' personal honor or glory. I 
am also certain that most Freethinkers are 
in favor of some sort of an organization. 
No lone man can decide the kind that 
should he formed. The only proper way is 

to get iut i ii \ flit ion and give every 

man's views proper weighting and consider- 
ation. The Blade is only wailing for a 
sullicient tiqdber of favorahle replies from 
liberal ii/tmied men and women to arrange 
for a ne.'ting. Now. each opinion will 
count for one. It matters not if you have 
been a "dead" Freethinker, if you will 
only return to life long enough to voire an 
opinion it will count for one, and |H>ssibly 
be a means id' awakening you from your 
mental doze. Freethinker, resurrect thy- 
■elf I Hurst <.peu the grave in which you 
have been lying and let yourself hi; seen 
and heard by men, as we are about to ha\e 
a judgment day. Arise, ye sleepers! You 
Freethinker*, Liberals, Rationalists, Amies- 
tics. At In ist s. Materialists, what sort of 
men are you,' If you have any care for 
mental liberty and personal freedom, gal 
nut of your stupor ami become live, active, 
pulsating men and women, interested in the 
work of freeing humanity from the clutches 
of I he only existing hell religious super 
stitioii. Respond to the call of our noble 
ami untiring Fred bought medium, and say 
whether or not Freet bought shall live and 
progress. Much is dependent il|M>n you. 
I* riodicals such as the Made cannot do the 
whole work. These mediums must have 
the support of Freethinkers individually 
and colled ively. The Mlade has done her 
work long and faithfully, many times, no 
doubt, "without rcinimeral ion, just lo give 
ns food for thought. Do you appreciate 
your Freet bought Sunday meals f Are you 
digesting your portion, II would seem not. 
Therefore, I say to you men and women 
who pride yourselves upon the fact that 
you are Freethinkers, nationalists, Liber- 
als, etc., and free from the religious super- 
stitions which have so long cursed the 
world, I repeat to you: What sort of men 
and women are youf Have you in your 
g ree d to devour all there is on the Free- 
thought subject overloaded your brains nnd 
become mental dyspeptics, > biggish and 
sl lipid, and degenerated into that "don't 
eare" statet What malters it if you have 

before ciprl s ii d your opinion about organi- 



zation, verbally or in Writing f Vou are 
now asked for an expreiuoa about the 
matter, so right now is the time for you to 
gat your paper and pen ami an-wir the 
question! that have been asked. Don't put 
it off until this evening or until tomorrow. 
Your answer is wanted, and you owe it, as 
a debt, to yourselves, to humanity, to the 
editor and the publisher of the Blade, to 
all Freethoughl periodicals, and all Free- 
thinkers to let yourselves be heard, Will 
you pay your debts? Again I repeat to 
you : What sort of men and women are 
youf Reveal your natures by letting your- 
selves be heard on this momentous subject. 
Sewickley. Pa. 

THE ASCENT OF MAN. 



Man's March Has Been Up and Not Down, 
So That One of Darwin's Books 
Ought to be Renamed. 



(By Joe B. Thorn. I 
"No slightest change in childhood*! early 
day- 
No storms that raged, no thought! that 
ran, 

But left a track upon the clay 
Which slowly hardens into man." 

A great many people trace hack their 
kin to Adam and thence to Qod. A person 
is severely ridiculed who falls a little out 
of line ami states thai we have ascended 
from some lower animals. The monkey is 
the chief one l hat is thus imposed upon. 
The belief that lower things evolve to 
something higher, is rejected by practically 
all Christians who deny that animals have 
souls, and believe they are akin to Qod 
by direct descent. 

I have one objection lo one of Darwin 
books, I think that H should be, "The 
Ascent of Man," and not "The Descent 
of Man." Any how Darwin deserves more 
credit than all the allies of superstition 

from Constantino on down. 

Here's where it hurts: The Christians 
want Ui In- kin to every man on the globe, 
but don't see how I hey can do so with 
some enlightened men unless liod is kin 

io the monkeys. I don'l know whether the 

monkeys would like this relationship or 
not, but there are some men who they 
wouldn't eare to associate their relation- 
ship with on account of purely mental ra- 
pacilies of the same, who I am inclined to 
believe rather descended than ascended. 

Let us compare monkey t an. Man 

has arms, legs, eves, ears, hair, nails, teeth, 
and sometimes a few brain* The monkey 
has all of these attainments in a more or 
less degree, with one exception In- hasn't 
a soul or a Qod, It seems that the monksj 
was created before man. hut KNM how or 
other got off in the woods to gather cocoa- 
DUtl or something and didn't know when 



liod was coming and so failed to have the 
Holy Qboet shut up in his internal organs 
by the breath of life, and as a result 
doesn't possess a soul. 1 don't believe that 
he is allowed even the privileges of going 
lo hell when he dies. Here's where he has 
the best of us — he doesn't have to smoke 
when he dies, and he doesn't have to go 
to heaven and live on the love of .lesus 
with a little of his blood thrown in. 

The kinship with the monkey is denied 
simply because he hasn't arrived to his 
■tage of progression where he pinches his 
waiel up by a belt that would do for a 
necklace, he doesn't wear high heelej 
French shoes, a merry widow hat is lack- 
ing, and he doesnt carry a six shooter and 
drink Milwaukee beer. 

The monkey is capable of a small amount 
of development any how, and with special 
training might be taught these things. Vou 
inighl practice a little Christian Science 
on him to help matters out. If he don't 
understand the 9 in I part of your religion, 
don't let him ask too many questions. 

The kinship with the monkey and the 
French in the time of Louis is — he don't 
wear enough clothes. 

I have Men a grant many monkey- in 
cages. I couldn't tell exactly whether they 
were Baptists. Methodists, Presbyterians, 
or Caiupbcllites. but nevertheless they let 
their children have all of the fun they 
could and showed good manners by not 

going to thoutinge at nigh I and disturbing 
the peace in general by their noise and 
next day line one of their members and 
enclose him in a cage within a cage because 
he (she or it ). happened to break a Sunday 
law and shock the Trinity by not being at 
church ami going off bug hunting without 
a gun. 

Now I want to ask the Christians which 
is the noblest To come from almighty 
god and descend lo where we are, or by 
artificially Conquering our environment ami 
assuming the lead over monkeys and gods 
Bran if we did come from lower animals 
we should he proud that we have advanced 
so tar. AnyhoW, I shall lake my stand un- 
der the monkeys banner ami leave all 
Christian Scientists ami Salvation Army- 
isls to divide christs' body BaKMg them- 
selves as they see til. I'll eal my cake 
with I lie monkeys. 

Valparaiso, bid, 



RATIONAL RELIGION. 

Elements Upon Which Religious Society 
Should be Built, in Contrast With 
Prevailing Ologies. * 



(By .1. C. Wat kins, i 
In the minds of most persons religion U 
more a system of theological belief ami 

ritualistic obaerranaai than it is a code of 
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morals or ethics. Among savage nnd bat- 
Iwroiis rMH there is practically DO relation 
of religion to morals. It is in fart a system 
of buying the favor of imaginary good or 
evil spirits- by offering ceremonies and 
persons! suffering. 

Even smong more wil igh tcned people the 

(TO*! viriue is thoiighl to lie belief, ritual- 
istie observances, snswibcrship in I religious 
body and eont ribul ions to its sii]i|M»rt, with 

I I Bonduel and right living as a sort of 

secondary Incident Bvm in our own coun- 
try religion has not the de.p significance as 
a moral force that it ought to have. It is 
lively conceded that many ministers, and 
miiltiindes of the laity are earnest, sin- 
cere, noble and good people. These people 
are honorable, moral and upright in life; 
good citizens, good neighbors and good in 
all the relations of lite, though some of 
ill m somewhat intolerant in reference to 
avowed freethinkers. 

Hut while all this is true, there are mul- 
titudes of people in the churches, not De- 
rails they are g I, not because they are 

seriously interested in morality but be- 
cause they think that the church is a 
savior; that religion consists of forms and 
ceremonies; professions and prayers; as- 
sent to creeds and articles of faith. They 
think that belonging to idiurch gives 
them standing in society, credit at stores 
■nd patronage in their business. They are 
loud in their denunciation of unbelief and 
unbelievers many of whom are not only 
their mperion in intellect but in morals 
and conduct. 

Suppose all of this kind of people were 
wooded out of the church and their BUM! 
erased from the roster, the numerical 
strength of the church would be very much 
reduced. It is popular now to belong to 
church, or to be at least an adherent of 
the Christian religion— and there is always 
a very great number of people who always 
get on the popular side for no other reason* 
t han I hat it is popular. 

But i here is getting to be i rast number 

of people who, while they believe in moral- 
ity and good conduct, are not considered 

religious b aeau as they have no ahureh con- 
nections or alliliations. They find most re- 
ligious organisations so burdened with the 

ology and creeds to which they cannot con- 
scientiously subscribe, that they could not 
be admitted to membership in any of them, 
even if they should apply. 
What; intelligent people of the better 

class want is a rational religion one based 
upon seient i lie- farts, and. at least reasona- 
ble theories, right living, good conduct, 

principle, honor, goodness of heart bumaai- 

larianisni, love of truth, honesty and .jus- 
tire. These surely must be of more im- 

portaaeS than assent to Of Is or sets of 

theological opinions. 

We aanl a religion whose eornerstoas is 



reai ather than so-called revelation. 

good Conduct rather than creeds ami hu- 

manitarianiatn rather than piety. 
Kanahwa Kails, W. Va. 



BUCKEYE SECULAR UNION CONVEN- 
TION. 



Attractive Program is Announced and 
Friends of the Cause Are Urged to 
Rally to It s Support. 



O. 



'I he ollieial call and program is now is- 
sued for the Seventh Annual convention of 
the Bttekeye Secular Union, to be held at 
Sehenck's Hall, ;t:r> South High Street. 
Columbus, Ohio, on Sunday, September 12, 

1009. It is to be hoped, and the Blade 

hopes, that all Freethinkers in Ohio and 
adjoining states, and from other States, 
who can consistently and conveniently do 
so, will not only attend this convention and 
encourage these gallant workers in our 
cause by their pr es en ce, but work to make 
this tin greatest gathering ever held in the 

history of the 1'nion. While the last con- 
vention at Canal Hover was a good one, 
well attended and financially successful, 
with Colombo* CM a more central point, and 

the boots of Freethinkers residing in the 
immediate vicinity, the coming convention 
ought to eclipse all past efforts. 

PROGRAM : 
Morning Session. 

0:00— Address id' Welcome Qeo. 

Roberts. 

Response— Dr. Ellanore If. Poland. 
10:00 Appointment of Committees B y 
the President. 

Report of the Secretary .Miss LiOU 
Lawrence. 

Report of the Treasurer — J. Wil- 
bur White. 

10:80- Election of Officers tor the Ensuing 
Year. 

11 :00 Essay: The Bible in the Public 

Schools Helen M. I, mas. 

1 1 :1B Song: Thomas Paine Libby <'ul- 
bertson laacdonald. 

I 1 :M\ Short Speeches Bj Members. 

12:00 Adjourn for Luncheon, to American 

Hotel or elsewhere. 

Afternoon Session. 

I KM) Address: Decay of Orthodoxy, or 

End of Dogma Dr. T. .1. Howies. 

2:30 Song: Ingot-soil — Libby Culbertson 

Macdonald. 
2:4fi The Spirit of the Times— .1. A. 

Culbertson, 
3:lfi Correct Thinking- Parker 11. Bar- 

combe. 

4:00 Trolley to [ndianola and Otentangy 
Darks Everybody happy. 
Evening Session. 

7 :.'!(» Oration: Freethinkers' Funerals— 

Dr. .1. 15. Wilson. 
8 :1;>— Materialism, Atheism, Agnosticism 



and Infidelity— Otto Wettstein. 
B:00- Progress of Free Thought and Free 

Press John K. Charlasworth. 
10:00— Choir Invisible (Elliott's)— Lou 

Lawrence. 

Notice. 

The headquarters will be at the Ameri- 

ean II I. No. 20 Bouth High St.. where 

an pie accommodations tor members and 

visitors will be reserved. Rates. $1.00 and 

01.50 per day, American plan. 

Tin- Parlor will be used by the Officcii 
an. I Members on Saturday and Sunday. 
The S eretary, Miss LOO Lawrence, will 
have eharge and all members will register 
on arrival. 

The Reception Committee will be at the 

hotel all day Saturday to look after the 
comfort of arrivals, so come early and get 
acquainted. 

Hound Table discussion ^in parlor all 
evening, to which all free* linkers ami 
friends are cordially anil Courteously in- 
vited. 

OEO. <>. ROBERTS, 
Miss LOU LAWRENCE, 
HELEN M. LUCAR, 

Reception Committee. 



PICNIC DEBATE. 



LINFVILLK. IOWA. Sunday, August 
1"», I will hold a picnic deba' I in a grove 
near here on the Propliecie> of the Bible. 
There will be a fore and afternoon session 
with a basket dinner in the mean time. 
After the debate there will be a balloon 
ascension. My opponent is not a debater 
but bus the privilege of substituting any 
preacher he may choose to take a part or 
all of his time. A. A. SNOW. 



BILL'S AVENUE 

makes you cheerful mxl 

thoughtful, it ii U personal 
department in the W HEEL 
OK LI KK that UfiiWH on you 
You Hod yourself walling 
with Interest for what "11111" 
baa to say uext. 

"rtN rt/WBRIGf\N 

MADONNA" Is If ser- 

lal running w tlie WHEEL, 

••BlU," UK I.I KK. It Id written by 
Mnry Ives Todil, theahlest will irof Liberal 
BotlOB since Urant Allen, and Is a beaut Iful 
presentation of the essentially uioUern 
problem of the Woman In Business. 

THE, WrlBBL OF LIFB 

A monthly periodical. It deals with 

i nt K . l ss, Hi tin of Marrlaite, of Etbloi, 

of KellKlon, of Brotherhood, of tlie belief In 
Immortality. It treats broadly of Love, of 
Human Instincts and ldoals. It takes In 
the whole Wheel of Life, treat ItiBall subjects 
In lOOh aclear, plain and I ploy way that the 
dust Is shaken out and t hey become BS In- 
teresting as a novel to even the caiual 
reader. Hend lucent* for a bI x months' trial 
subscription or a ciuarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF ft 

DRONE" bv Joseph Medlll I'atterson, 
author of^A LITTLE BBOTHBB Of THE 
HU M." sent witlioiit extra charge wltha 
n inoiitbs' trial subscription to the WHEEL 
UK I. IKK. Address 

LIFE PUB. CO., Desk A, St. Louis. Mo. 




BLUE (ill ASS BLADE. 
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Be Surs and Subscribe, For 

Secular Thought 

« Fortnlflhtly Journal of Rational Criti- 
cism In Politics, Science an* Hsllglon. 

Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 
TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kdltor - J. Spencer Kills. 

Published at 1S5^ Queen St. West. To 
ronto. Canada. Terms. SI per annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. 

All communications for the Fdltorlal de- 
partment should be addressed — 

J. Spencer Kills, "Secular Though'." 
185V4 Queen St. West. Toronto, Can. 
All Husineau communications, orders for 
Vioks, printing, eta., should be addressed — 
C. If. KLL4i«m > roprietor and Publisher. 
Tur Thought. 

Toronto, Can 
THE WORLD'S BEST WATCHES. 

The World's 

Best Watches 




Men's Regular (18) si/e; llaiiipilen, 
"Special Uy.." 28 Jewels, $26; "New 

Ky.." 83 Jewels, ISO; "Dueber Wttih 

Co.," 21 Jewels, (OS] •' Ducher tiraml," 17 
Jewels, |8; 18 Jewels, $11; 7 Jewess. 8180. 

BJgifl or Wall ham : "Veritas" or" Van- 
guard," 88 Jewels. 898 j "Facto Time." 

Of "Creseeiil Sir.." 21 Jewels. $22.50; "I?. 

\V. Havinonil." in Jewels, 880; Bmm ■ t 
-a. T. Premier," 17 Jewels, 818JJO; 

"Wheeler," Of "P. B. Pari lei I," 17 
Jewels, nicklc. 88] Same, yilt, $7; 15 
Jewels. 4»>'. 7 Jewel-. -•.">; all ill Si Iverilie, 
screw case. In Ji>-ycar Qold case 83, Of ill 
25-year case 88 more, livery Watch l'resli 
From factory, prep lid wilh -."maiiKe. 

Semi fur prices oi Watelies pol eiiiimer- 
aieil here (or eider from any of my old 

price-lists), Chains, Fobs, Diamonds, 

Jewelry, Optical Qoods, PrsathOttghi 

Badges, tngeraoll Bpoons; Bing Gauge and 

r:y ureal liltle Iraet: "Theism In the 
Crucible," five. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN. 
La Grange, Cook County, 111. 



.The Woman and 
The Prospector" 

Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read. It should be in the 
hands of all who are O pp osed to supersti- 
ilon and Kraft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, mtdlcal legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same lime points out the 
only method for the cure if the consump- 
tive. The bi.oklet is really free, but the 
OOSt of advertising and postage we figure 
at 10 cents; so if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cents. /.. M, PARKER. 



WATER-POWER MOTORS 
and 

WATER-FANS. 

Machine and Hard wan 1 Specialties at order. 
CLEVELAND SPECIALTY & ItTO. CO. 
Clevt lanu-So. Brooklyn. Ohio. 

The Work and Ways of Literary Folk 

VAGABONDIA 

Bold by Subscription 81 per year 

VAdAPONPIA is an illustrated month- 
ly magnniae devoted to people who write 

and .haw things,— Authors. Playwrights 

and illustrators, 

BACH 18801 contains interesting arti- 
eles Ml the personalities of literary men 
and women Human Interest Biographical 
sketches. Appreciations ami Kstimates of 
ail the present day writers and their work 

stories of their hobbies ami recreations 
—thrilling accounts of literary successes, 
— unconventional photographs of authors 
and their homes, irith glimpses of their 
workaday life, — Criticisms. Short Stories 

and Literary \ews.- Contributions by well 

known writers on subjects having to do 
with every form of literary composition, 
including the novel, playwright ing, et., 

EVERYONE engaged. In literary work 
Of curious about literary people will Hnd 
Vagabondia Interesting and instructive. 
It is invaluable to ths literary worker. 

V.UiAPONDIA is in a class by itself, 
bring the only writers' ami illustrators' 
msgaslns published. It is tho "trade pa- 
per", so to speak, of the writer class. 

Booh Reviews, Magazine News, Publish- 
ers' Notes ami Announcements. 

VAGABONDIA 
l \ KHKTT LLOYD, Rditor and Publisher 
Mil Security Trust Big, Chicago, III. 



I HF PROCESSION* PLANPTS 

IS tilt URI Ai M W KUOK. It Hill *" 1 U 
minJei' »hy llio birth MIS, vulic (11 He Julhur lor t 

S!ffltfte"sX~ , !&'iS>l'tlBS 



Do You Believe 

That We Humans are as Important . 
Pigs. Potatoes and Pups? 

Do you believe that we "grown ups. 
aud even the Children, should know »• 
much about ourselves as we know abotr 
FI*he.-<, Flowers nn I Fiogs'.' 

Oo you believe in Better Fiogeny, a Mora 
Elevated Race, Rnyway '; 

If so, send 3 25 for a year's subscrlptloa 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van of Human Progress. 

Published monthly at 649 South Mair 
St., Los Angeles, California, U. 9. 4. 
Samples ten cents. Trial three months 
with pamphlet "Institutional Marriage," t 
cents st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshel 

A New Booklet showing up the contradls 
:ions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lus't he thing to pass around among 
your religious friends to "Jarr " their faith 
and destroy their godweba. Ready Soo 
Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 19 
for S1.00. 

Address: J. FRANTZ. 

1112 Eddy Street. San Francisco. Cal 

Ore I'm Fits. 



That's what "THE 

8CARI.KT SHADOW," 
Walter Hurt's er-it rad- 
ical novel, doss to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
perstition. And the sec- 
ular press of ths country, 
goaded by ths church 
element. Is throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
i ovel of this decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced hy 
orthodex critics —which 
Is sufficient p oof that It 
Is all light. It has cre- 
ated a sensation In con- 
servative circles snd 
aused consternation 
uiuong the clergy. 

It la enthusiastically 
endor. «d by leadlni 
Freelthlnkers through- 
out the world You aL 

how Hurt can write and In this book 
at >>!■ best. It is an elegant volume, 
ornament the tlnest llbrsry; containing 
printed on Heavy egg-shell paper 
In ox-blood cloth. 
Jl 50, poatpald. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Ky. 



VV. F. Bozeman 

Leesburg, Fla., 

Southern Fruit and Produce Broker. 
Melons a specialty. Fifteen years experi- 
ence buying and shipping melons. Will, as 
usual, follolw the business in Georgia. Ala- 




know 
he is 
fit to 
422 
and 



Man's Origin and Destiny 



By Dr. A. 

This is the Grettoti Book of modem times on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

U will shortly be issued in hook form by the Blue CJrass Blade, making a hook of nearly 500 pages. The author has 
dedicated il to Prof. Ernet Haeckel, and the great Jena philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will he prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 



The lirst chapter! are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



S\nscribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



CORRECT THINKING 

This Book is a Herald of the New Learning' 

«ie First Gun in a Revolt Against Leisure-Class Ideals of Education 



:RCOM BE. Editor To-M 



"Expert breeders and trainers of horses permit their own children to fade and die for want of applying 
the knowledge they have but do not use." 

"Owners of Angora eats who know how their pets have become beautiful as the result of but a few 
generations of intelligent selection, do not dream of the wondrous results, were the same law applied to 
their own race." t 

"The world thoughtlessly overlooks the principles employed by Burbank and other successful 
hybridists, not realizing that each discovery has its corresj ending application to the human species." 
"Man has not yet started to live a mind-directed, reasoned-out life." 

X OUR ENTIRE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IS WRONG 

25c the copy Five copies, fl.OO W 9I5.OO the hundred 



TO-MORROW PUBLISHING COMPANY 
139 East 56th St.. Chicag, 111, 



